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ADVERTISEMENT. 
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4 Ty E Pamphlet which occaſioned the following 


Remarks, was written upon a. Subject that has 
lately, and deſervedly, engaged univerſal attenlion. 


The Author of them hopes he does not deceive 
humfelf when he affirms, that they are not ſo much 
 defigned to attract public Notice, or to court Ap- 
plauſe, as to vindicate an injured and venerable 
Charafter, from the Aſperfions of Envy and Ma- 


levolence. 


He is far from believing that the following 5 


Sheets are faultleſs: and as far from ſuppoſing 


that every candid Reader will not extend his In- 
dulgence to a Work, which has at leaſt an honeſt | 


Motive to recommend it. 

It may perhaps not be dx to obſerve, that 
the Author does not affect to be any Judge of the 
Controverſy between Dr. Coke, Mr. Moore, and 
Dr. Whitehead. Much may be ſaid on both Sides. 
Much has been, Fiat Juſtitia, ruat Cœlum! 


\ 
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R E M A R K 8, e. 


Yo U boaſt © no other Arms or 
Ornaments than Truth and Juſtice. Oy are the 


beſt. 
Ix your ts to Dr. Coke and Mr. Moore, p. 3, 
you adviſe them © carefully to avoid every intimation 


of particular Providence,” in that life which they are 


about to publiſh of the late Rev. John Weſley. This is an 
advice which nothing but the blindneſs of vanity could 


ever induce you to ſuppoſe they would follow. How 
could you poſlibly believe, that men who have employed 
much of their lives in aſſerting, and endeavouring to 
demonſtrate the interpoſition of a Providence, not only 
on general Occaſions, but even on thoſe the moſt mi- 


nute, would ſuddenly ſacrifice their moſt darling opinion, 
and berry the cauſe they have long laboured to ſup- 
port, merely at the inſtance of one Old Member of the 
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Vov ſay that The doctrine of a particular proui- 
dence, is now totally exploded from the creed of every 
rational man. God is infinitely good in the general 
providence by which he diretts the world, let us not 
then derogate from the dignity of the Omnipotent, by 

; | ſuppoſing him buſy about the minute concerns of indi- 
| vidual worms. As if his divine laws, eſtabliſhed when 
the univerſe was made, were not the work of infinite 

wiſdom, and founded on invariable rectitude; but, as 
| you may be of a contrary opinion, I would recommend to 
XK your ſerious peruſal the Dictionnaire Phaloſo 2 5 8 
| Candidus de M. Voltaire.” | 
RE TY Archbiſhop Moore, Biſhop Porteus, Biſhop Bar- 

_ rington, Biſhop Hinchliſfe, Biſhop Hurd, Biſhop Horſeley, 
rational men? Is the Doctrine of a particular Provi- 
dence yet exploded from their Creed? ON 

To refer a Divine of any Chriſtian Church 00 the | 

Dictionnaire Philoſophique for information, or to hy 

other antichriſtian performance of Voltaire, is an in- 
ſult which Ignorance can hardly excuſe. It is ſuppo- 
{ing that he has neither ſtudied the dofrines which he 
preaches, nor confidered the objettions to them; it is 

inſinuating either that be knows not the Grounds of his 
Faith, or chat he inculcates principles which. he does 
not believe: it is making him either a Fool or a Hy- 
pocrite. 
__— IN p. 4, we have a ſtory mene to ſhew the pre- 
=. ſumption of a Methodiſt Preacher: but it happens to 


- be very far from concluſive. If chis Preacher attri- 
N | | buted 


— 


| (47-3 
buted to a peculiar divine interpoſition, what might in — 
reality be a mere natural effect, yet this had more of | 
weakneſs in it, than of Preſumption ; and if his gratitude 
to the Divine Being was excited by this miſtake, he q 
merits neither Cenſure nor Ridicule. | | 

You procecd, e an inſtance of this fooliſh pre ſump- | 
tion eſcaped from a Methodiſt, of a more enlightened 1 
mind than the generality, with whom I was converſing : 

| on the ſubject of Mr. Weſley's death: he obſerved 
that we had abundant cauſe to be 'thankful, that Pro- 
vidence had ſpared him ſo long, to their prayers, and 
to the ſupport of the work of God, which he had be- 
gun and carried on, by the divine bleſſing, with ſuch 
amazing ſucceſs to the great age of eighty-eight years. 
— Sir, replied I, / interrupting him, Mr. Weſley obtained 
that age by virtue of a good conſtitution, which he 
took proper care to preſerve by regularity and a con- 
ſtant change of air. But admitting the interference of 
Providence, I would aſk, what Providence preſerved 
the life of Abdul Mabmet, an Arab, to the age of 
ninety-eight years, ſpent in the moſt abandoned and 
profligate manner—a wretch that had debauched hi; 
own daughter; murdered his father and three brothers 
was guilty of ſacrilege, perjury, and the moſt abomin- 
able of vices; perſecuted to death upwards of three 
thouſand Chriſtians; yet was ſucceſsful in all his under- 
takings, always happy, vigorous to the laſt day in the 
enjoyment of all his faculties, corporal and mental, 
aud at length died with the utmoſt calmneſs and com- 
es. © 
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poſure. Now as you cannot eafily reconcile this to 

the dottrine of particular providence, there is but one 
way of accounting for it God Rreſerted Mr. TO 
and the Devil Abdul Mahmet.” | 

I HAVE heard that the Devil is called Amour : 935 
tator : pn * but never knew "I that he was 
à Preſerver. | 

Every one ae that long * is not the infallible 
3 of either Vice or Virtue: but if the liſe 
of one man is employed in benefiting, and that of 
another in annoying Society, ve may reaſonably ſup- 
poſe that God. has) the nd, of and permits the 
ſcourge. 

„. , Wir 8 to Mr. Weſley's private life, 
| edatager and opinions, it is not likely that you will 
exhibit them to public view. I ſhall therefore make 
ſome remarks on them myfelf.— That Mr. Weſley was 
a great man is an undeniable trutb, that is compara- 
- tively :—great among. little people. His abilities were 


happily adapted to the ſtage of ation he choſe, and 


on which only he could be a performer, conſpicuous 
and diſtinguiſhed rough to gratiſy his boundleſs am- 

bition.” 

«© TEHAT Mr. Weſley was a great man is an e 

mable Truth.” — How great is your generoſity; to ad- 

mi what you cannot deny! of this however you ſoon | 
xepent, and extenuate your panegyric by declaring him 


great, only . little e | 
Ir 


* Rev. ix, v. 11. 


OP 
Ir is however the opinion of all the learned of the 


preſent day, that in whatever ſphere John We Rey bad 
moved, he muſt have been great. He fully anſwered 


Dr. Johnſon's definition of the true genius, © A mind 


of large general Powers accidentally determined to ſome 
particular Object. T It was impoſſible that the cultiva- 
tion of ſuch Talents ſhould not give him Superiority. 
Pre- eminence was not what he ſought, but what he 


could not miſs. He would have adorned a Senate, as 


much as he graced a Pulpit. He was alike able to give 
Rules to his Flock, or Laws to his Nation. 
«© NoTHIiNG can exhibit his character as an bit 
ous man, more than the following anecdote, which I can 
give from the moſt authentic authority. When a boy 
be was in the Charter-Houſe School, the Rev. 4. 
| Tooke, the author of the Pantheon, was then maſter, 
and obſerving that his pupil, who was remarkably for- 


ward in his ſtudies, yet he conſtantly affociated with the 


inferior claſſes, and it was his cuſtom to be ſurrounded 
by a number of the little boys, harranguing them. 
Mr. Tooke, once accidentally broke in upon him when 


in the middle of an oration, and interrupted him, by 


deſiring him to follow him to the parlour. Mr. Welley, 


offended by being thus abruptly deprived of an oppor- 


tunity of diſplaying his ſuperior abilities, obeyed his 
maſter very reluQtantly. When they had got into the- 
5 chapels Mr Tooke laid to him, John, 1 wonder that 
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you who are ſa much above the lower forms ſhould con- 


ftantly affociate with them, for you ſhould now. conſider 


yourſelf as a man, and affebt the company of the big- 


ger boys, who are your equals.” Our hero, who could 


hardly ſtifle his reſentment whilſt his maſter. ſpoke, 
boldly replied: Better to rule in Hell, than Js: in 
Heaven. 
Turs anecdote you -prabeſs to deliver © from the 
- molt authentic authority,” If by this be meant, your 
own; -authentic may be conſidered as the wrong word. 
Bor granting for a moment that the tale is true: it 


would not prove him ambitious. Ambition would. ra- 
ther bave excited him to ſurpaſs the great boys, than to 


content himfelf with the ſociety of the ſmaller. 


„% Tha r he was ſuperior to the prejudices he, incul- 
cated to his followers, and with what contempt he ſome- 
times treated the lay-preachers, the following will ſhew. : 


Being at ſupper one Sunday night (a ſhort time before 


his death) with ſeveral of the preachers, one of them 
obſerved that whenever Mr. Weſley travelled, he was 
always invited to the houſes of the neigbouring nobility 


and gehtry ; but when the preachers travelled no no- 


tice Was taken of them, which he could not account 


for. Mr. Weſley replied: © It was the way, of the 
world to court the great, but I fay love me, love my. 


dog! enJoying bie triumph VID, a hearty e at their. 
expence.” 


| Fo hear, only to publiſh: 5 chen to ore to a ma- 


lignant ſenſe, thole words wan any man utters in the 
openneſs 


> 
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ſufficiently diſgrace you in the opinion of the worthy. 
I ſhall therefore only obſerve on the above anecdote, 
that it had been well if all ohn Weſley's Spaniels had 
proved themſelves as faithful as they have been obſe- 
quious. oy 
Bisnor Warburton's Tra& (to which. it is edna 
that you allude) is remarkable tor nothing but its ſcur- 
Tility, which probably enhances its value in your opinion, 
vou miſtake in him 2 in ee ) ribaldry for ts 
and Aﬀertion for fakt. 
I may not be i improper to inform the abide, and 


what 1 have here ſaid, and the Dr. favoured me in re- 
PY with the following polite, clegont, and nne note. 


0 Sir, 4 As 3 
I return you many thanks for your kind 


3 letter. There are many things touched upon in your 
letter in which you and I do not agree in ſentiment.— 


and there are ſore obſervations of a weighty nature. 


But I thank you, Sir, for your good intention in the 
whole.” 
2 As 1 to Dr. Whitehead, he has no more power to 


men in the moon.” 


Tam, Sir, 
Ciry-Ro Ab, Vour obliged, humble Servant, 
9 Nov. 21, 1791. Tnou As Coxk. 


openneſs of his heart, among his intimate friends, muſt 


the Society in particular, that previous to this publica- 
tion I wrote to Dr. Coke, nearly to the purpoſe of 


divide our general Contbrence or Synod, (without 
which our great Connexion « cannot be ſhaven) than the 
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Hp Dr, Coke condeſcended to have noticed 
my advice and animadverſion in a proper manner, 1 


ſhould not thus publickly have expoſed their conduct 


AS! the cenſure of the world.. 

Hinc ill lachrymæ ! Here then. is the e "w Yau 
confeſs your pamphlet to be the offspring of diſap- 
pointed Pride. You-fandly conceived that your weighty 
Advice to the Doctor, muſt have borne down all be- 


fore it; and that his Patronage would have uſhered 


you into that Conſequence, for which every one but 

Fr perceives you were never deſigned. | 
-I-#4vz no concern with Pages 12, 13, 14, and 15. 

Hy I THINK from men influenced by ſuch motives, 


3 actuated by ſo, diabolical a ſpirit, and, capable of ſuch 


injuſtice, the Doctor (Dr. Whitehead) may entertain 
the moſt ſerious apprehenſions. Men totally deſtitute 
of every principle of honor, and take the advantage 
where they can with ſafety, tis cowardice! alone protetts 
them from the gallows. “. 1 0 91 291) 


-— Fn1s is no more good Senſe than ood W 


but I ſuppoſe you mean to ſay, „that Cowardice 
alone protects ſuch men from the gallows, as are to- 
tally deſtitute of every principle of honour, and who 


take Advantages wherever wy can take them with 


nt 4) 

Is this Argument | ? is it not rather age vi- 
e. and is it only by ſuch miſerable means that 
you can promote the cauſe of Dr. Whitehead? 


FRO 


(13) 
FROM page 17 o 23, is employed in that contro- 
verſy with which I reſolved from the beginning not 
to meddle ; but Ver ax (the ſignature you have choſen) 


ſeems to be the leaſt ſuitable nick-name you could 


have met with. 


— 
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UPON * 1 * 
A AN D REMONSTRANCE 


To THE. 


PEOPLE CALLED METHODISTS. 


_ 


1 


I the beginning of this part of your Performance 
you promiſe fair, by ſaying, I ſhall endeavour 
to obſerve order, ary: and a ſcrupulous atten- 
tion to facts, the truth of which can be well authen- 
ticated ; and on which I ſhall make ſuch reflections 
and remarks as the ſubjetts naturally furniſh : devoid 
Fa all prejudice, and unbiaſſed by intereſt.” 

How ſpecious! who could believe that you intended 
to contradiet every word you bad written? 


BETORE I enter upon the examination of your ap- | 


peal, be it known to you and to the world, that I do 


not 


- %* 
* 1 * 
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not undertake td deſend the doArines of Methodiſm, 
much leſs the irregular conduct of any of its Mem- 
bers: my ſole intention has been to vindicate the mo- 
tives of the Founder, and to fnatch his Bere e 
from the ſcourge of Inſolence. . - 

Ir is fair to attack bad principles: it is His to attack. 
bad men: but it is not fair to attack good Principles, 
becauſe bad men profeſs them. : 

You ſay, c I'ſhall' begin by taking a view of what 
is impiouſly called the work of God, as it is now, and 
has been for theſe ' fifty years I carried on by the 
means of ifinerarit Methodiſt Preachers. Examine in 
what manner this work is wrought, by whom, and its 
inlluence and effects on the minds, lives, and manners 
of thoſe whom, we are informed axe; the only people to 
whom God has been pleaſed to reveal himſelf by an 
immediate ſpiritual union and communion, whereby 
they are aſſured of their acceptance with God. We 
Thall on examination find, that faith alone is the ground- 
work of this evi ence. If we more minutely invelti- 
gate | the natur, elfecls, and influence of this faith, we 
ſhall find it poſlelſes ſome yery peculiarly advantageous 
Properties; As preduding the. nee ly of the preflice of - 

almoſt every vi hue.” Ty 

* Thom we are informed are, is a heavy blow on 
the pate of poor Priſcian, (if you | ever heard of ſuch 
a man.) You diſclaim Wie, bat mull you alſo i in- 
ſult Grammar? . 1 5 
"IF © Tuts faith þ poſſes ſome EY TEES FEE ava. 5 
ö ; tageous 
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tageous progerties; as precluding the: neceſſi ity Wl th 
practice of almoſt every virtue. Falle. Ms 

Taz following Quotation from. a Sermon. ed 
« Scriptural Chriſtianity. Preached at St. Mary's, 
Oxford, before the. Univerſity. Aug. 24, 1 744, a 
ſubmitted to the opinion of the Reader. 

AMONG. other marks of the Primitive, real chr. 
tian, Joln Weſley mentions theſe : vs Biggar 
« Ir did not ſatisfy him barely 10 babe from doing 
evil. His Soul was a- thirſt to do good. The language 

of his Heart continually was, My Father zworketh hitherto, 
and I work. My Lord went. about doing Good; and ſhall 
not I tread in his Steps ? As he had opportunity therefore, 
if he could do no, good of a higher kind, he fed the 
Hungry, clothed the Naked, helped, the F atherleſs or 
Stranger, viſited and aſſiſted them that were ſick or in 
priſon. He gave-all his Goods to feed the Poor, He re- 
joiced to labour or to ſuffer for them; and whercin ſo- 
ever he might profit another, there eſpecially 10 deny 
himſelf. He counted nothing too dear to part with for 

them, as well remembering the Word of his Lord, inſo- 
much as ye have done it unto one of the leaſt. of theſe my 

Brethren, ye have done it unto me.“ Matt. xxv. v. 40. 

WurotveR bas heard on Meſley preach on the ſub- 
. zeQt of Faith, knows that be conſtantly maintained 
the abſolute neceſſity of every Good Work, both cor- 
poral and ſpiritual, and that he who profeſſed to have 
faving Faith, unleſs he proved it by his works; unleſs 
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the Tree was known by the Fruits, that faith would 
not ſave him in and that man's Religion was vain ||. 
„ TyxxE is an effential difference between this ex- 


cluſive ſaving faith, and that inſpired by a rational 
religion - the former damning every one that cannot 
acquire it, and the latter compriſing all that is requi- 
fite to Salvation in this ſhort, but ſublime and compre- 


benſive command, © Do Juſtice, love Mercy, and walk 


"humbly with ny God.” This 1s intelligible to the meaneſt 


capacity. Then you can underſtand it : and why 


not praclle it? But do you do Juſtice, or love Mer- E 


cy ? do you walk humbly with either God or Man? 
„% BESIDE thoſe who moſt abound in this faith, are 


generally ſo little the better, (not to fay ſo much the 


worſe) for it, that the whole tenor of their lives are 


(is would hve been as well) Commorty contrary to the 
5 Fern moral precepts of Chriſtianity.” , 
In your 38th page you tell us that you yourſelf 


were converted ſome ten or-a dozen times. 
Or Kingſwood School, I can ſpeak with certainty : 
for this ſoundation, many thouſands have been raiſed, 
which never were, and I believe never was intended 
to be applied to that Charity. 

Vo un learned Readers will be at a loſs to 988 why 
you ſhould uſe were in one place and was in _ 
though both are to be referred to the fame Plural. 


muſt keen arrange. ro words for you. Tou * 
| | | ſay 


bY James „ 8 7 l| James 1, Y. $6 
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ſay that “ for this Foundation (of Kingſwood School) 


many thouſands have been raiſed which were never ap- 


plied to that charity, and which (you e were ne- 
ver intended to be ſo applied. 75 

To prove this point, we have your, belief, a your 
aſſertion. We want ſomething more. 
Duni eight years that I was at Kingfucod!—— 
(Alas! eight years at a School without learning your 
Accidence !) © it not only ſupported itſelf, but pro- 


duced a conſiderable annual ſurplus: this may eaſily, .. 


be believed when it is known, that out of fifty. boys, 
only eleven were on the foundation; and the reſt paid 
ſixteen pounds per annum, and ſome parlour boarders 
twenty pounds. There were only two maſters, . whoſe 
ſalaries together amounted to no more than fifty pounds 
per annum and a French maſter who attended only 
wice a week, and that only for the laſt, year I was 
there: before that time French was not taught, though 
in the printed rules. As to Servants, ſcarce any were 
neceſſary: the boys themſelves were maids of all work, 
gardeners, &c. add to this the cheapneſs of proviſions 
at that place: indeed meat was almoſt the only article 
of proviſion that was neceſſary to be bought, and that 
was given but ſparingly four times a week. No rent to 


pay: about ten acres of garden ground furniſhing ** 


moſt ſufficient proviſion for the conſumption, of the 


whole houſe. Any one that will be at the pains. to cal- 


culate the expences and income, vill find the Society 


—_ ma prolly and villainouſly impoſed: upon, by 
C ©. obs: 


toe . 
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falſe” pretences and repreſentations. That there might | 
be loſſes, I grant, which might injure the Tchool; but 
it will be granting more than the intereſted dare to make 
| known—a maſter was appointed to the ſchool with a fa- 
hry of thirty pounds per annum: when he came he 
Vas very poor, but in leſs than two years, he began to 
purchaſe land in the neighbourhood. A deficiency be- 
ing found in the accounts, he was judged an improper 
perfon to enjoy any place of truſt, and was accordingly 
dilmiſfed, and ee to a eireuit as a wann. 
4 As to ſervants, ſearce any were eker tho q 
boys themſebves were maids of all work.” — tt 

_ In what part of the work were you een in 
che diitiet ? or did you reſerve . * that ull 
you commencet author? 
„% Aux one who wilt be at the trouble to calcatins 
the expences-and income, wilt find that the ſociety 
have” (why not has) been molt groſsly and villainouſly 
impoſed upon, by falſe pretences and repreſentations 
M Maſter was appointed to the ſchool with a 
ſalary. of thirty pounds per annum; when he came he 
was very poor, but in leſs than'two years he began to 
| purchaſe land in the neighbourhood : + a deficiency. | 
being found! in the accounts, be was judged an im- 
proper perſon: e enjoy any place of truſt, and was 
appointed to a eireuit as a travelling preacher.” | 
__  Syxe6SiNG all chis to be true, what does it ck? 

that N Wt. * and Pra Rogues? 

Juſt 


1 


1 00 
juſt che contrary, ſince yaa allow that this Sehool-maſs 
ter © was judged an improper perſon to enjoy any place 
of truſt, and was accordingly diſmiſſed.” But the diſhoneſty 
of this School-maſter has not yet appeared; you only 
ſay © that a deficiency was found in the accounts: 
are no deficiencies, then ever found in accounts but 
what muſt reſult from the knavery of the accomptant ?. 
Is not as much miſchief frequently done by blunderers 
as by thieves ? but granting what is not proved, that 
this man's poverty did tempt him to betray his truſt, 
and that he afterwards became a travelling Preacher ; 
hat then? Is it. impoſſible that a rogue ſhould ever 
become an honeſt man? Had not the Apoſtle. of the 
Gentiles been @ murderer 2 And that diſciple whoſe 
crime-was not the theft of a few paltry pieces, but who 
had added Perjury to his Cowardice and Ingratitude, 
was nevertheleſs ordered to “ ſtrengthen his Brethren.” 
and when? not before he had offeaded, but after he 
was converted, 

« Now if. this was the eaſe with reſpeQ to > Kings- 
wood, may we not conclude that the ſame iniquitous 
principle pervaded the adminiſtration of the finances 
in all the different departments? 

Tus fame iniquitous Principle ?” what does this 
mean? You have not y mentioned one iniquitous 
Principle; all you have done is to affert (not to prove) 
one unfair practice: but it is often the misfortune of 
thoſe who have a bad cauſe, to flouriſh away in words 


= which they do not underſtand, and to pervert thoſe 


that they do. 
8 4 0 HOW 


6 


+ © O now long, ye - ſheep, will ye be the prey of 


wolves» who fleece and devour you at pleaſure? And 
ye-fools be the dupes of knavery.and hypocriſy.” 
Arx this ſentence is written in a figure of Speech 

which Rhetoticians call Apoſtrophe : ſo your Preface 


has quite ſlipt out of your memory, there you ſay, that 
das literary reputation is not the proper object of a 


diſputant, and if he expects the tranſient notice and 


approbation of the Public, he ſhould rather affect the 
ſtubborn things called Facts, than attempt to impoſe 


upon a judicious and impartial Public, by, embelliſſing 
his Arguments with the Jpecious, but ON 6400 5 re- 
torzcab flowers.” : 

Ir; is true that you have not ought: to nel 1 your 
8 theſe muſt-exiſt before they can be adorned, 
bat, you would fain clothe your non-entities in ſome 
_ tawdry. Shadows and make them paſs tor Subſtance. 

I Have ſelected. the few following, from many 
that might be mentioned, to exhibit the Methodiſt 
Preacher, his life and 1 in a truer light than 
it has hitherto! been expoſed: admitting at the ſame 
time that there may be, and I hope there are, ſome 
honeſt and fincere men amongſt them: let every one 


of- this charatter except himſelf from a cenſure that is 


but too generally juſt :—and only 
„ ,QUIT[CAPILT ; IE FACIT,” 
4; HAVE read in ſome old book or other, at the 


Anſwers of. the, Oracle at Delphi were always given in 


ambiguous terms: but your oracular ſentence muſt un- 
dergo 


(21 ) 

dergo a flight alteration before any one will be much 
the wiſer for it. Qui capt, ille facit, i. e. he who takes, 
doth, are words which on the preſent ſubject, convey 
no meaning whatever. You have been juſt beſore 
ſpeaking in the Imperative Mood; let every one of 
this character except himſelf from a cenſure that is but 
too generally juſt. Perhaps then you would have 
written QU1 FACIT, ILIE CAPIAT ; He who does, let him 
tate: let him whom the Cap ſits, wear it. But the mere 
probable conjetture is, that you only .reſolved * 
ing Latin, and that the ſenſe might ſhift for itſelf. 

* To begin then with the late Rev. J. Weſley: as 
the founder and bead, he muſt be conſidered as the 
primum. mobile, or firſt mover of this mighty machine 
of Hypocriſy, Fraud and Villainy ] Yet were his motives 
originally laudable in their intention, virtuous in their 
objett, but unhappy in their conſequences. This I will 
endeavour to make 'appear, by an impartial review. of 
his life, charaQter and conduct, | Dil 
Tuts is begging the Queſtion. Methodiſm has not 
yet been proved to be a mighty Machine of Ben, 
Fraud, and Villainy. 

To aſſert that there are unworthy members in the 
Methodiſt Society is to aſſert no more than is granted, 
and equally true of every Society: but however we 
will admit (for the preſent) that the poſition is juſt, 
and that Methodiſm is made of the materials you men- 
tion: anſwer this: How could the Primum Mobile, the 
Great Author. and Supporter of it, ever have been ac- 


tuated 


62) 
tuated by motives, either laudable in their intention, or 
virtuous in their abjeft ? Is it poſſible to promote knavery 
- with an honeſt deſign? Can any one be vicious and vir- 
tuous, deteſtable and amiable together r: 
To delineate with. accuracy and judgment, the 
charaQteriſtic traiis of this very extraordinary man, is 
an attempt, worthy the pencil of a more able maſten 
But ss it has not hitherto been, nor is it likely 1d be 
done by one of ſuperior, abilities, and equally uninflu- 
enced by intereſt. I have undertaken the taſk; a taſk 


to which I feel myſelf incompetent ; yet as I have pre» 


ſumed to take it upon me, to the utmoſt of my abilities 
I will do it that juſtice, which is due to his memory ; and 
which the public have a right to expect. And I flatter 
myſelf that I am in fome meafure qualified: being totally 
Giveſled of prejudice, and having no imerelt either in re- 
preſenting him as a Saint or a Devil; for as both he has 
been exhibited to public view, as prejudice or intereſt 
ſwayed the parties: whereas it is certain, neither the 
one nor the other could be applied to him with juſtice.” 
' You had before repreſented Dr. Whitehead as one 
of ſuperior abilities,” but it ſeems that you have ſuddenly 
changed your wind; To do juſtice to Talents, a good 
head is neceffary, and to do Juſtice to virtues, a good 
| heart: the world will therefore readily believe you 
wholly © incompetent” and in no © meaſure qualified to 
delineate either with accuracy or judgment the charafteriftic 
#raits” of a man in whom Talents and Virtues ſtruggled 
for the maſtery. 


Tan 


(2) 
"Tx ar muſt indeed be a conſumptive reputation which 
lives in the pen of a Kingſwood Renegado! who depre- 
ciates only becaufe he cannot equal, and calumriiates 
becauſe he will not imitate. 
„Fan what I have obſerved Feuer 0 
years that I have known him, I have uniformly found 
him ambitious, imperious, and poſitive even to obſti- 
nacy. His learning and knowledge various and ge- 
neral, but ſuperficial : his judgment too haſty and de- 
cifive to be always 'juſt—his penetration acute; yet was 
he conſtantly the dupe to his credulity and his unac- 
countable and univerfal good opinion of mankind, Hu- 
mane, generous, and' juſt. In his private opinions li- 
beral to a degree inconſiſtent with ſtrict Chriſtianity ; in 
his public declarations rigid almoſt to intolerance. In 
his temper impetuous, and impatient of contradittion: 
but in his heart a ſtranger to malice and reſeutment: 
incapable of particular attachment to any individual: 
he knew no ties of blood or claims of kindred: never 
violently or durably affected by grief, ſorrow, or any 
of the paſſions to which humanity is ſubje&; ſuſceptible 
olf the groſſeſt flattery, and the maſt fulſome panegyric 


was conftantly accepted and rewarded. In his conver- 


fation ſprightiy, entertaining, and mftruftive, but fome- 
times rather too ſarcaſtic. In his views and expetfta- 
tions, ſanguine and unbounded, but thoigh/ often dif- 
appointed, never dejedted: Of his benevolence and 
charity much has Wr weed but it is to be obſerved 
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bebevoleiiee is hut a paſſive virtue; and his charity was 
no more than bribery; he knew no other uſe of mo- 
ney but to give it away, and he found out, that an hun- 


dred pounds would go farther in half crowns than 


in pounds; ſo that his charity was little more than pa- 
rade, as he hardly ever eſſentially reheved an object of 
diſtreſs; in fact his charity was no more than putting his 
money to intereſt,” as the example excited his followers 
to the practice of the fame virtue, and doubled their 
ſubſcriptions and contributions. In his conſtitution 
warm, and conſequently amorous; in his manner of 
living luxurious and ſtrictly epicurean, and fond of 
diſhes highly reliſhed, and fond of drinking the richeſt 
wines, in which he indulged oſten, but never to exceſs: 
In his perſon he was ſhort of ſtature, but commanding 
and majeſtic in his aſpe&, and perhaps, he was indebted 
more to his commanding, poſitive, and authoritative 
manner, then to any intrinſically ſuperior abilities.“ 
eee Impudence. — We vill examine it. 
© T-nave uniformly found him ambitious, "Os, 
and poſetve even to obftinacy.” © 5 
In page 7, you declared his . to be © Hind- 
leß, and yet you own chat it was << ee in being 


great among /t eee, (nth hh ne | 
Ir his ambition was boundleſs, how came it . 1 


| lived: CBS, ep agrrnnd Po: ei ; 
4. Imperious.” ' OS 79 lids 
Hr „ho cannot make bined: obeyed is unfit to 


8 wal acknowledging that his Dignity created 
Reſpect 


625 


Reſpef, and his Authority produced Submiſfivii, 1 in 
whoſe hands was power ever lodged who made a better 
uſe of it ? 
« Pgſitive, even to Obſlinacy.” 
]juſtum & tenacem propoſiti virum 
Non civium ardor prava jubentium 
Non vultus inſtantis tyranni 
Mente quatit ſolidi : neque Auſter 
Dux inquieti turbidus Adriæ 
Nec fulminantis magna Jovis manus. 
Si fractus illabatur orbis _ 
Impavidum ferient ruinæ. & 
. The man, in conſcious virtue bold, 
Who dares his ſecret purpoſe hold, 
Unſhaken hears the crouds' tumultuous cries, 
And the ſtern Tyrant's brow, in act to rage, defies. 
Tempeſtuous Rulers of the Seas, 
Let the rough winds their horrors raiſe; 
Let Jove's dread arm with thunders rend the ſpheres, 
Beneath the cruſh of worlds, undaunted he appears. 
* His learning and knowledge various, and Gm, . 
but ſuperficial.” 
Ta1s obſervation quite fills up the meaſure of your 
ignorance. Whoever affefts to be a judge of another's 
learning, ought at leaſt to have ſome, himſelf. John 
Weſley has always ranked among the moſt profound 
Scholars. He was known to be an admirable Logician, 
D 5 his 


4 Horace, Bock il. Ode 3. 


* — 


(2) 
his n of Natural Philoſophy i is allowed to be 


a maſterly work, and his {kill in Latin, Greek, and He- 


brew is now queltioned for the firſt time; and by whom | ? 
by him who cannot write, Engliſh, 

Hs judgement too haſty and deciſive to be ala 8 
juſt.“ 

To judge 1175 juſtly, has not yet fallen to the lot 
of man. 

% His penetration acute, yet was he conſtantly the 
dupe to his credulity, and 25 unac countable and univer- 
ſal good opinion of mankind. 5 f 

Ir this was weakneſs, it was yet amiable. 

% Humane, Generous, and Juſt.” True. 

Ax his private opinions liberal to a degree incon- 
ſiſtent with ſtrict Chriſtianity. In his public declarations 
rigid almoſt to Intolerance,” _ 

LIBERALIIVof ſentiment was never yet inconſiſtent 
with the moſt perfect Chriſtianity. He who offends 
leaſt himſelf will ſhew the moſt indulgence to the faults 
of others. It is the duty of the faithful monitor to 
point out in the ſtrongeſt terms the path of rectitude, 
and the danger of deviation. It is equally the part of 
a good Shepherd never to be ** extreme to mark what 1s 
done umiſs. x 


« In his temper UNGEIg0U5, and} impatient of contra- 
dition.” | 
AxD yet his ſingular forbearance towards the worſt 
of wives "was apparent to all, 
(6 IN 
* Pſalm cxxx. v. 3. | 
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x his heart a ſtranger to malice and reſentment.” 

AND why then attack a failing in which you confeſs 
that his heart had no ſhare? does it not ſhew that ma- 
-lice is a conſtant gueſt in your own ? 

© INCAPABLE of attachment to any individual.” 
This is ſigning your own death-warrant. If he was in- 
capable of attachment to any individual, the loye-letter 
at the end of your book is a forgery. _ 

« Hex knewno ties of blood or claims of kindred.” — 

Tur is, he had too much honour to enrich As Re- 
lation; with the property of the Poor. 

NEVER violently or durably affected by N For- 1 
rou, or any of the Paſſions to which Humanity is ſubject. E 
THEREFORE Not violently in love at 81. 

Hap he been durably influenced by Grief or Sorrow, 
(I don't well know the difference) it had been impoſſible 
for him to have executed with ſuch Regularity and 
Succeſs, the ſeveral ſchemes in which his indeſatigable 
mind was employed. 

„ SUsCEPTIBLE of the groſſeſt Flattery, and the moſt 
fulfome Panegyric was _ conſtantly. accepted and re- 
warded.“ | 

PexHays you now and then hazarded a compliment. 

* Ix his converſation ſprightly, entertaining, and in- 
ſtructive, but ſometimes rather loo ſarcaſtic.” 

I NEVER met with a fool that did not call a wit ill- 


natured. 
* Or his benevolence and charity much has been 


laid; but it is to be obſerved benevolence is but a paſ- 
D 2 : five 
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five virtue, and his Charity was no more than Bribery ; 


he knew no other uſe of Money but to give it away, 


and he found out that an hundred pounds would go 


farther in half-crowns than in pounds; ſo that his Cha- 


rity was little more than Parade, as he hardly ever eſſen- 
tially relieved an object of diſtreſs: in fact his Charity 
was no more than putting his money to intereſt, as the 
example excited his followers to the praftice of the 


| ſame virtue, and doubled their Subſcriptions and Con- 
tributions.” 


« IT is to be obſerved that Benevolence is but a 
paſſive virtue.“ 

Benevolence is uſually underſtood as the d io ſition to 
do good, but it is alſo occaſionally uſed to expreſs the 


good done, See Johnſon's Dictionary. 


Beneficence is indiſputably an active virtue: the word 
is ſolely applied to the Praffice of doing Good: and 
perhaps you are the firſt who ever yet denied wie 
virtue to have been conſpicuous in John Weſtey. 

* His Charity was no more than bribery.” 

BIB ERV is defined by the firſt Grammarian of our 
time, © a Reward to pervert the Judgement, or cor- 


rupt the Conduct, which of theſe did John We fey $ 


half-crowns ever do i ? 


HE knew no other uſe of money than” to give it 
away. 2 


AN p do you know a beiter? is it not more ble fed to 


give 


2 * 
1 
v7 
7 
2 
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give than to receive? and who but an odious miſer 
would ever recommend hoarding, as a Virtue ? 

“ Quid juvat immenſum te argenti pondus & auri 

Furtim defoſſà timidum deponere terra ? 

| Hor. 4 

« His charity was little more than parade.“ 

Nay, it was not-ſo much.—indeed it was nothing 
like Parade. 

Taz Donations of the Oſtentatious are not many and 
moderate, but few, and extravagant. 

« Hz hardly ever efentally relieved an obe " 384 
diſtreſs.” 

Dos he who feeds the hungry, eſſentially relieve diſ- 
treſs 2 does he who clothes the naked? does he who viſits 
the ſick and the ſtranger ? Does he who pleads with elo- 
quence, and promotes with tears, the cauſe of the 
widow and the orphan? and dare you deny that all 
theſe things hath this man done ? 

„% In fact, his Charity was no more than putting 
his Money to Intereſt, as the example excited his fol- 
lowers to the practice of the ſame Mine, and doubled 


their Subſcriptions and Contributions.“ 


Fixs r, his Charity was © no more than Bribery.” — 
Then, © it was little more than Parade: and now it 
is in Jak, pulling lus Money to Intereſt. Which of theſe 


would 


+ Akts xx. v. 35. 


T And prithes, whence the pleaſure, thus by ſtealth, 
8 in the Earth to hide thy weight of wealth. 


would you have the World believe? or do you think 
it wiil believe any one of them? 

I his Conſtitution warm, and confequently a amo- 
rous.” And yet“ never voltiing: affected by any of 
the Paſſions to wich Humanity is ſubject. How 
conſiſtent! 1 8 

“ I his manner of living, luxurious and ſtrietly 
epicurean, and ſond of diſhes highly reliſhed, and fond 
of 'drinking the richeſt wines, in which he indulged 
often, but never to exceſs.” 85 | 
3 K STRICTLY epicurean” ſounds as proper as © ' ſweetly 
four, or Jquarely round. He drew enjoyment from its 
beft ſource, Temperance : but That he was © Jond of 
orinking the richeſt Wines,” is one of your own diſco- 


veries: he drank by choice none other than Engliſh 


Made-Wines. About two ycars ago one of his opu- 


tent friends made him a preſent of ſome Claret, of 


which he uſed to drink two or three glafles in a day: 
but even this quantity was taken rather as a naulcous 
en than a pleaſant Cordiali 2795 ieee 
PE RHAs he was indebted more 410 his command- 
g, poſitive, and authoritative manner than to any in- 
kifically ſuperior abilities.“ | 
 Wuar, are all your magnificent Dogmas cloſed with 
A poor © aetidha ? are all your ſtubborn Things called 
Facts Nees to a mere probability? but the truth is 
that they had never amounted, to half ſo much. It is 
only in the proof of \ * our aſſertions that Jou are, de- 
ficient” 4 


* 
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( 31 ) 
Vr who love Truth, to you I appeal whether a com- 
manding, poſe itive, and authoritative manner, could have 
gained and ſecured the hearts of thouſands for the ſpace 
of 52 years? And whether that man whom the moſt 
learned Adverlaries, attacked with Diffidence, could 
bave wanted Superior Abilities ? and whom a late emi- 
nent writer of the preſent day, || acknowledged to have 
lo meritorioully obtained a reputation for diſpute, that 
his ſkill therein was become proverbial : . 
Ve who- can bebold Excellence without Envy will 
own that his ability. and exactneſs in planning, and his. 
diligence and vigour in executing his deſigus, will re- 
main to poſterity incontrovertible Demonſtrations of a. 
Mind unuſually capacious. 
To return to my text. Ie” 
« Havixe thus given the auilines of his Charaftor, 
I ſhall only obſerve that he appears to have been more. 
a Philoſopher than a Chriſtian.” | 8 
Ie you were either of theſe, you would be better 
qualified to judge. 1 8 
F © I Have made it an invariable obſervation, that 
Mr. Welley, although he was often in the company of 
eenſible men, who were capable of forming an opinion, 
and preſumed to judge for themſelves by the light of, 
* W Nature, the evidence of the Senſes, and the aid. of. 
"WW Realon and Philoſophy. But of ſuch, be never at- 
tempied the converſion. In his own lamily and among, 
his relations, he never attempted, or if he did attempt 
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he never ſucceeded : except indeed now and then with 
a female, in whom he found a heart er of 125 


imprefion he pleaſed to give. 
Tur Fokn Weſley nevet attempted the celeb of 


fenſible men is wholly falſe. What mean his Appeals? 


are they appeals to Ideots? or barely to Religioniſts ? 
(who perhaps you would ſay were ſuſceptible of any im- 
preſſion he pleaſed to give.) No, they were appeals not 
only addreſſed to men of Religion, but alſo of Reaſon, 
in which are'to be found arguments worthy the molt ſe- 
rious ſtudy of the molt finifhed ſcholar. 

Tur he never attempted the converſion of any of 
his Family, excepting the female part of it, is falſe 


again. His Nephews have frequently received from 


him, the moſt zealous Letters on religious ſubjedts. 
This they are ready to atteſt, and it is with their per- 
miſſion, and indeed at their deſire that J mention them. 

„Our of ſo many hundred, who have been edu- 


cated at Kingſwood, in the moſt rigid diſcipline of Me- 


thodiſm, hardly any have embraced their tenets, or be- 
come Members of the Society. WOE. 
Tuts flatly contradias your note in page 323 ; there 


you ſay, © The printed account of: Kingſwood School 
Vas falſe in almoſt every reſpett, and the rules obſerved 


* 2 
r 


co 


in ſcarce any.” You have therefore declared, that hun- 


dreds were educated in the diſcipline i in which they were 


- not educated. 


" AxTzx one of the claſs leaders had ohen a pair of 


into 


fiver buckles, you tell us that“ the ſerious boys fell | 


008 
into the utmoſt contempt; and ever after the leader of 
a'claſs was ſtiled Captain of the . A Convert and a 
N were ſynonimous terms.“ 

So then it muſt follow, that he who 1 was ten times A 
Convert, was ten times a Thief. 

4 Oxz poor boy; who, unfortunately reſiſted the 
influence of the- holy Spirit, was ſeverely flogged.” 
Ap was this Puniſhment inflicted by the order of 
the Primum Mobile of Methodiſm ? and if it were not, 
what does your ſtory prove, but that the Maſter was 
a Tyrant and a Fool? 

-- You. ſucceed no better in attempting to be witty, 
n in affecting to be learned. 

Tux tale of Preacher Sanderſon is very clumſily told, 
ad mouendam invidiam, and ſuppoſing it to be a fact; 
yet do the enthuſiaſm and - ignorance of one man, re- 
fle& any difgrace upon hundreds who are diſcreet and 
well -informed? The Sermons of many of the Me- 
thodiſt Preachers would do no diſhonour to the pen 
of a Clergyman, or perhaps of a Biſhop, _ _ 

Ik you had learned one ſhort Logical Axiom, (Ex ET 
Abufu non fit Argumentum \) it would have ſaved you 
the trouble of half your Pamphlet. 

Is it not ſhocking to a ſerious mind, to behold 
an illiterate wretch mounted on a roſtrum i in Moor- 
fields, or ſome other Theatre of their preſumptuous 
declanations; bellowing blaſphemy, and dealing out 

E F damn- 
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8 No Argument follows from an Abuſe, 
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Aamnation to their fallow gates: repreſenting a 
God of love and infinite mercy, as a monſter of cru- 
elty and a vindictive tyrant. Painting him in colours 
calculated to inſpire horror, dread, and hatred ; rather 
than hope, confidence, and love.” | 

Ix is not uncommon tg ſee a man, mounted in a. 
Pulpit or on a Stage, but mounted on a Theatre would 
be a new ſituation, and though perhaps you might have 
the good luck to tumble without knocking your Brains 


out, yet I doubt whether any Methodiſt Preacher was 


ever ſufficiently ſtrong in Faith to hazard his. 


„ BELLowinG Blaſphemy, and dealing out Damna- 
tion to their fellow Creatures.“ 


, Ir a ſevere denunciation of divine Judgements 
againſt the ' hardened and impenitent be properly 
termed Blaſphemy, ſuch Blaſphemy is to be found in 


almoſt every other page of the Bible: therein the cer- 
tainty of Puniſhment is as clearly declared as the aſ- 


ſurance of Reward. But if by Blaſphemy you mean 
irreverence and contempt of the Supreme Being, of 


this the Preachers in John Wefley's Connexion are in 
no wiſe guilty. Their Opponents have reproached 
them of being too lenient to offenders, and of believing 
Sinners converted without- ſufficient demonſtrations 'of 


their Repentance, rather than of © dealing Damnation” 
to any. This. laſt practice abounds more . amongſt 
Pronchave of another deſcription, who inſiſt © that ſome 


muſt be ſaved, do what they will, and others damned, 


do what they can.“ 


Tu 


# 
N 
5 
| ; 
9 
A 
- 
3 


63 
Tur ſame comment ſuits both your Xingſwood and 
Cheſham ſtories: viz. Ex Abuſu non fit Argumentum. 

In the latter there is however one correction neceſ- 
ſary, and which I would caution 0 not to omit in 
* next Edition. 

PAGE 44, |. 26. The 4 te of the miſerable, 
nd the inhounded and diffuſive benevolence of his 
heart was his conſtant theme.” 8 
TukRE is neither Juſtice nor Charit) y in TY Sin- 
gulars and Plurals by the Ears. 

Tux Preacher of Beverley in Yorkſhire (the laſt of 
your Triumvirate) had ſome curious qualities. For 
inſtance, 

© TxH1s man, like the former, poſſeſſed much of the 
milk of keine kindneſs, and exerted his intereſt to 


alleviate the miſeries of Poverty, and the angu/h of 


pain: that is, to alleviate the extreme pain of pain. 

He had found out a man who was truly an obje& 
of Compaſſion, reduced by diſeaſe and poverty to the 
- laſt ſtage of miſery. This preacher, who was a diligent 

ſearcher after the abodes of wretchedneſs and want, 

Jound him out, &c. 2 2 

You told us before that he had found him out: but 

I ſuppoſe he loſt him, and was s obliged to find him 
out again. 

Ir Knavery and W were preached, encou- 
raged, defended or excuſed by the body of the Me- 
thodiſt Preachers, your inſtances would have weight : 
till when, they neither affect them, nor the argument 
. As 


(56). 


e. As cafy may'ſt thou the intrenchant air 
With a keen Sword impreſs.” 

* I 6yALL probably make what I have here omitted 
the ſubjett of ſome future Publication. With other 
things, I ſhall enter more minutely into the principles 
of Mr. Weſley, and attempt to vindicate his character 
from the conſequences to which his PE: * him 
and thouſands beſide”. | 

War theſe Conſequences were, I 1 hae you 
_ conceal at preſent, in hopes that the public will pay 
you for knowing them : but you have already inſulted 
it with too many falſhoods to gain from it any belief 
of your future Impartiality. 

Bur your promiſe to vindicate that Character, which 
you have racked every ſtring of a corrupted heart to 
vilify, renders you as ridiculous as every individual of 
common honeſty muſt rejoice to ſee you. 

IT is only with the weak and wicked that you can 
have injured it, nor will his Fame and Virtues ever 
receive additional luſtre from ſuch a ſuffrage as thine. 
PARTURIUNT Montes! You would have the world * 
_ wonders : | 

% Ma. Weſley: s opinion on ſeveral e Sub- 
jets, —For inſtance, 

* OB8ERVAT1ONS on the 8 marrying, and 
his reaſons why they ſhould not, his Apology for his 

gyn error in that reſped, and e ee of the 
u ildom of the Romiſh Church in * it in the 
N 


2 His 


699.) 


His opinions concerning inſpiration, the new birth, 


and the neceſſity of diſcipline, a peculiar dreſs, and the 
affeQation of a cant language to diſtinguiſh and ſeparate 
his followers from che people of the world. 
Tux neceſlity of the affectation of a cant language 
to diſtinguiſh and ſeparate his followers from the peo- 
ple of the world. 2 | | 125 
Dip John Weſley either in word or writing ever 
inſiſt upon the necęſſity of a cant language ? The follow- 
ers of every ſect have phraſes peculiar to themſelves : 


it is -highly probable however, that amongſt the Me- . 
thodiſts this was never originally deſigned, but that 


Habit eſtabliſhed what only Accident began. 


«© OBsxxvartioNs on the Pomp and Expence of his 


Funeral.” | 
Tux . of a walking funeral 8 at Five 


o Clock in the morning, and attended by a few parti- 


cular friends! 


II is well worth remark that in bl will he ſtrictly en- 
Joins that there may be no Pomp, excepting the Tears of | 


thoſe who loved him: Such Pomp indeed he had. 


« OBsERvarT1ONs on the luxurious and extravagant 


lives of the Preachers, contraſted with their doarines 


and profeſſions of mortification and ſelf-denial. 


Arx having aſſerted that John Weſley lived a life 
olf Luxury, it. is not ſuprifing that you ſhould brand 


his Preachers with a ſimilar Stigma: it will be found 
equally true in each inſtance, and equally hs 
with the reſt, 
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( 38 ) 

e Tux life of che travelling Preacher is well known 
to be uncommonly laborious, and that had they any 
propenſities to Luxury, they have not time to _— 
them, | 5 

« I cannoT more properly conclude the preſent, 
than by preſenting the Reader with the two following 
letters, written by Mr. W. as I conceive they not 
only throw a ſtrong light on his character and prin- 
ciples; But are allo a very admiſſible apology for 
this Publication, as they ſerve. to corroborate the 
truth of my aſſertions, and juſtify my reflexions and 
remarks.” | 

Tur man who while living was loved and en 
whoſe memory is dear to the Good, and whoſe character 
is venerable among the Learned, you have attacked 
without Senſe, without Learning, and without Provo- 
cation. And what do you wiſh to have conſidered as a 
very adm i//ible apology for your defamatory Publication ? 
No leſs, and no other than an audacious Forgery. 
| John Weſley's Leiters have always been remarkable 

for their Strength of Thought, their. Clearneſs of Ex- 
55 preſſion, and their Laconic Style. Which of theſe three 

can be found in thoſe aitributed to him by you, Tet the 

candid Reader judge. 
Dear Sir, ; 
« For your obliging letter which I re- 
ceived this morning I return you thanks.” 

* Our opinions for the moſt part perfeAly coincide 


reſpetlin the AO of the connexion, after my head 
is 


(9) 


is laid in the duſt. This, however, is a ſubject, about 


which 1 am not ſo anxious as you ſeem to imagine; on 
the contrary, it is a matter of the utmoſt indifference 
to me: as. I have long foreſeen that a diviſion muſt 
neceſſarily enſue, from cauſes ſo various, unavoidable 
and certain, that I bave long ſince given over all 
thoughts and hopes of ſettling it on a permanent founda- 
tion. You do not ſeem to be aware of the moſt ef- 
fective cauſe that will bring about a diviſion. You ap. 
prehend the. moſt ſerious conſequences from a ſtruggle 
between the preachers for power and pre-eminence, and 


there being none among them of ſufficient authority or 


abilities to ſupport the dignity, or command the reſpect 
and exact the implicit obedience which is ſo neceſſary 
to uphold our conſtitution on its preſent principles. 
This moſt undoubtedly, is one thing that will operate 
very powerfully againſt unity in the connexion, and 
is, perhaps, what I might poſſibly have prevented, had 


not a full greater difficulty ariſen in my mind: I have 


often wiſhed for {ome perſon of abilities to ſucceed me 
as the head of the church I have with ſuch indefatigable 


' pains, and aſtoniſhing ſucceſs eſtabliſhed : but con- 


vinced that none but very ſuperior abilities would be 
equal to the undertaking : was I to adopt a ſucceſſor of 
this deſcription I fear he might gain ſo much influence 
among the people, as to uſurp a ſhare, if not the whole 
of that abſolute and uncontrolable power, which 7 have 


Hatherto, and am determined I will maintain ſo long as I 


live: never will I bear a rival near my throne, —You 
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no doubt, ſee the policy of continually changing the 
preachers from one circuit to another at ſhort periods : 
for ſhould any of them become popular with their dif- 
ferent congregations, and infinuate themſelves into the 
favour of their hearers, they might poſſibly obtain ſuch 
influence, as to eſtabliſh themſelves independently of 


me, and the general connexion. Beſides, the novelty 


of the continual change, excites curiofity, and is the 
more neceſſary, as few of our preachers have abilities 
to render themſelves in any degree tolerable, any longer 
than they are new. The principal cauſe which will in- 
evitably effect a diminution and diviſion in the connexion 
after my death, will be the failure of ſubſcriptions and 
contributions towards the ſupport of the cauſe, for 


money is as much the ſinews of religious, as of military 


power, If itis with the greateſt difficulty even I can 


keep them together, for want of this very neceſſary ar- 
ticle: I think no one elſe can. Another cauſe, which 


with others will effect the diviſion, is the diſputes and 
contentions that will ariſe between the preachers and 


the parties that will eſpouſe their feveral cauſes, by 


which means much truth will be brought to light, 
which will reflect ſo much to their diſadvantage, that 


the eyes of the people will be opened to ſee their 


motives and principles, nor will they any longer con- 


tribute to their ſupport, when they find all their preten- 


ſions to ſanRity and love are founded on motives of 
intereſt and ambition. The conſequence of which will 
be, a few of the molt popular will eſtabliſh themſelves 
| | 5 in 


(4) 


in the reſpective places where they have gained ſui 
cient; influence over the minds of the people. The 
reſt muſt revert to their original humble callings. But 
this no way concerns me: I haue attained the object q 
my views by eftabli iſhed a name chat will not ſoon periſh 
from.the face of the earth; I have: founded a ſect which 
will boaſt my name, long after 1 e and doc- 
trines are forgotten.” |, i 7 
Mx character and reputation 25 canfiity is now 8 
157 the reach of calumny: nor will any thing that 
may hereafter come to light, or be ſaid concerning me, 
to my prejudice, howeyer true, gain credit.“ 
Mx unſoiled name, the auſtereneſs of my life will 
vouch againſt it, | 810 
And ſo the aboufative oer * e 
That it will ſtifle in its own report, | 
And ſmell of calumny.” 
„Ax orhEx cauſe that will operate more poste 
and effectually chan any of the preceding, is the rays of 
philoſophy, which begins now to pervade all ranks ra- 
pidly diſpelling the mitts of ignorance, which has been 
long in a great degree the mother of ' devotion, of fla- 
viſh prejudice, and the enthuſiaſtic bigotry of religious 
opinions: the decline of the papal power is owing to 
the ſame irreſiſtible cauſe, nor can it be ſuppoſed that 
Methodiſm can ſtand its ground, when brought to the 
= of AR} reaſon, and philoſophy. en eee 
1 6 03.4 09002 bam, Kc. en 


(2) 
Iyx the above Letter are too many groſs grammatical 
faults ever to have been the performance of John Weſley. 
Would the man who publiſhed under his own imme- 

diate inſpection an Engliſh, French, Latin, Greek and 

1 | Hebrew Grammar have written 

„„ Walw adopt a ſucceſſor of this deſeription, 1 I 

| fear he might. gain fo much influence among the people 

as to uſurp a ſhare, if not the whole of that abſolute and 


„ od uncontrolable power, which 7 have hitherto” ( hitherto 
| ll 77 | what? where's the participle ?) and am determined I vil 
1 maintain as long as I live. 
l e. My Charafter and Reputation for Sandy; is now be⸗ 


yond the reach of calumny; nor will any thing that 
may hereafter come to light, or be ſaid concerning me, 
to my prejudice, however true, gain credit.“ 

Nox of this is in the manner of the Head of the 

Society: : it all belongs to one of the rotten Members 
Þ | thereof. Re TOE 
|| NY Nou comes the expiring effort of malice. | 


Wy Iu 
It is with the utmoſt difidence J pre- 


= 8 Tag to addreſs ſaperior Excellence, emboldened by a 

Fx violent, yet virtuous paſſion, kindled by the irreſiſtible 
rays, and encouraged by the ſweet attractive force of 

| tranſcendent beauty, the elegant famplicity of your man- 
ners, the faſcinating melody of your voice, and above 

all, the inexpreſlible hre of an eye, that the extraya- 
gance of the Mics have given to the Goddeſs of Love: 

= but which Nature has beſtowed on you alone, 

18 GREW e . Tazy 
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68 
« They ſparkle till the right Promethean fire !” 

„ BELIEVE me my dear madam, this is not che lan- 
guage of romance, but the genuine exuberant effuſions 
ol an enraptured Soul. The impreſſion of your charms 
was no leſs inſtantaneous than irreſiſtible : when firſt I 
ſaw you, ſo forcibly was I ſtruck with admiration and 
love. of your divine perfections, that my ſoul was filled 
with, ſenſations ſo wild and extravagant, yet delightful 
and pure — But I will not indulge in declaring what are 
my real ſentiments, leſt I ſhould incur a ſuſpicion of 
flattery. Your mind, ſuperior to fulſome panegyric, 
unſuſceptible of the incenſe of affected adulation, would 
with, juſt indignation, ſpurn at the impertinent compli- 
ments, which are commonly offered with a view to im- 
poſe upon the vanity and credulity of the weaker part 
of your ſex: I will not attempt it; but confine myſelf 
to the dictates of ſincerity and truth, nor ſhall a com- 
pliment eſcape my pen that is not the ſentiment of a 
devoted heart,” 
As beauty has no poſitive criterion, and fancy 
alone direfts the judgement and influences the choice, 
ve find different people ſee it. in various lights, forms, 
and colours, I may therefore, without a ſuſpicion of 
flattery declare, that in my eye, you are the moſt agree- 
able object, and moſt perfect work of created nature: 
nor does your mind ſeem to partake leſs of the divinity, 
chan your perſon,” 
ei view thee over with a overt Eye, 

N o fault chou baſt, or I no fault can ſpy.” 
oy PH " Tux 
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“ TRR reaſon I did not before declare myſelf, was 
the profound and reſpectful diſtance I thought it became 
me to obſerve; from a conſcious ſenſe of my own un- 
worthineſs,. to approach, much leſs to hope for favour, 


from the quinteſſence of all female perfection. Forgive 
me my dear Eliza, and compaſſionate a heart, too 


deeply impreſſed with your divine image, ever to be 
eraſed by time, nor can any power but the cold hand 


of death, ever obliterate from my mind, the fond ima- 


gination and ſweet remembrance of Eliza's charms ! 
Nor can even death itſelf divide the union that ſubſiſts 
between kindred ſouls.” 

© YESDERDAY; my dear Eliza, the charms of your 
e ee detained me too late to meet the penitenls, 
as I had promiſed to do; but 

| With thee converſing I forget 

All times, all ſeaſons, and their changes.“ 

„J nork however, the diſappointment of my com- 
pany, did not deprive chem of a bleſſing.“ 5 
„Tuts being my birch- day, refleftions on the revo- 
lution of years and the ſhortneſs of life, naturally in- 
trude on my mind. I am now eighty-one years of 
age, and I thank God, I enjoy the ſame vigour of 
conſtitution J poſſeſſed at twenty-one. None of the in- 
Grmities that uſually accompany years, either corporal 
or mental: and I think it not impoſſible that 4 may 
fulfil my hundred years, the reſidue of which nes 
devoted to love and Hias. 290 0 
£165 Fi J. We 
C3 4 Syouln 
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„ SHouLD any one entertain a doubt concerning 
the foregoing letters being written by Mr. Weſley, the 
author can produce the originals, for the ſatisfaction of 
ſuch, if they will take the trouble to call on the Pub- 
liſher, who has his addreſs, and will refer them to 
him.“ 
II is plain then, that you anticipated a ſuſpicion 
of Forgery, and thought to invalidate it by an act 
of ſhameleſs effrontery : but no one of common pene- 
tration will doubt you ready to ſupport the baſeſt llan- 
ders by the moſt contemptible artifice. 

Tux are two ridiculous blunders in this laſt let- 
ter, which probably have not eſcaped, and poſſibly 
have not attracted the notice of every reader. 

Tu fire of the lady's Eye is firſt ſaid to be inexpreſ- 
fible, and three lines after it is declared to be Prome- 
thean, which if I am not out in my Mythology is ano- 
ther term for heavenly.” And to tell her that 

They ſparkle till the right Promethean Fire,” 

Is to infinuate that age had deprived her of ſome 
of her charms, altho' not of the fire of her Eyes; 
(which had been a coarſe Compliment, if not a flat 
alfront) and what involves you in the moſt laughable 
Contradiction is, that you pretend this ſame Eliza to 
have been only about three and twenty years old, but it 
is an obſervation eſtabliſhed on experience that Falſe- 
hood is ſeldom confiſtent. 

Tus x letters were nevet the production of a Scho- 
hr « or a | Gentleman ; they are no better than beggarly 
£4 thoughts, 


4 "Ds 

thoughts, clad: in beggarly attire : they bear not the 
ſign manual of Genius, but the vulgar AP, of. a 
Printers Devil. | 

I $HALL now. briefly recapitulate the fubjefts on 
which you have treated, and then conclude. 

Ix the beginning of your Preface you confeſs the 
inGgnificance of your Pamphlet, truly propheſying that 
it will be only ſhort lived, and yet you are ſo unman- 

nerly as to drag in the N names of Burke 
and Pain, as if it were probable that their work and 
yours could ever keep company together: as if becauſe 
you are cotemporaries, therefore you are coequals, or 
that their fame wil be no more vivacious than, your 
own. | Dx 

Taz number of Champions for Manarchipal Prero- 
gative daily decreaſes: the defenders of the Rights. of 
Man are not likely to be diminiſhed : yet you, wiſely 
clats theſe as points of ſimilar Conſequence and ſup- 
poſe ihar they will flouriſh and fade together. 
Ark diſclaiming all pretenſions to Ornament, you 
promiſe to tell the plain Truth; and throwing, your 
gauiitlet of defiance, exult in Vieory ere you Prove 
the event of Conteſt. . 

You next undertake an 3 Se ol F acts 
reſpeQing the Controverſy between the Preachers and 
Dr. Whitehead, and altho' in the ſequel you openly, eſ- 

pouſe the cauſe of the lait, You declare that © both 
the parties have el or ; Only, partially repre- 
baue the Truth,” 


wb | 6c You 


8 | 
0-1} 


"You then promiſe to give a fair calculation of 
the Revenues of the Society, compiled from © authen- 
tic Documents, and undoubted Sources of Intelligence.“ 


The Reader ſoon finds however, that this 1s only 3 


promiſe, as neither Documents nor Sources are any 
where diſcoverable. 

Tuis is to be followed by a © Review of the 'Work 
of Cod, together with a faithful Portrait of the Rev. 
Mr. Weſley.” 

Tux preface cloſes with a ſuppoſed emendation 'of 
an old Advice, De mortuis nil niſi honum:“ which 
is changed for © De mortuis nil niſi verum.“ The 
public is to judge how far you have realized the "or 
ter Rule, 

Tax ' ſecond page of your Letter contains ſome 

Queries to Dr. Coke, concluded with a wiſh that he 
will © eæcept your hints in good part, (although they 
do not reach him in good Engliſh). 
Vous firſt hint (a very modeſt one) is the neceliey 
of his ſacrificing one of the chief principles on which 
his Faith is founded, leſt he ſhould have the misfor- 
tune to give - umbrage to Atheiſts : although it ſhould 
ſeem that you did not expect much attention to your 
advice, ſince you own that © nothing which you can 
ende can © ſuppoſed to influence the judgement of 
either party.“ | 

Tux follows an die proof that there is no 
particular Providence, which is, that a Methodiſt Preacher 
miſtook a — cloud for a miracle. 


* NNenr 


( 8} 

Nux, a Story of twenty-lix lines to. demonſtrate 
a very difficult point; viz. that {opetmes, 4 Vr k 
man lives as long as a, good one. Top 
. Yov afterwards order Dr. Coke to“ tell w us 7 She 
impreſſions. the heart is ſuſceptible, and why... The 
former every body knows, and the latter nobody knows. 

Tn comes a ſtatement of matters between the 
preachers and Dr. Mhitehead, and after having pro- 
nounced it unreaſonable in the former to expeRt that the 
Dr. would ſubmit his writings to their curtailments, ad- 
ditions, and corredl ions, you yet tell us that you ** will 
not pretend to decide who is right and who is wrong. 15 

Tux John Weſley is ſaid to be a great man, and 
immediacy after a little man. Aſs 

-Nexr, an inſtance; of his ambition is given; us, which 
is, that when he was at ſchool, be. loved little DOR: bet- 
ter than big boys. 

AFTERWARDS a ſtory to ſhew. that he could crack a 
Jon when he was-an old man. 8 

 Tren a ſhort opinion of his doQrines, which you 
ä think may be le/s exceptionable than any of the various and 
| oppoſite Syſtems taught in the innumerable ſchools of Chriſ- 

lianity, though in page 28 you ſay that they 7 ee 5 

the nec iy. of the praflice of almoſt every virtue.” 
NAX Xx, a ſtricture on all Chriſtian ſyſtems whatſoever, 
followed by a paradox as learnedly expreſſed as ex- 
plained, and the reſult of all your reaſoning on it is, 
that one Religion is as good as another. A hn 

Turx you return to the old ſtory of the Preachers 


and. Dr. Whitchead, accompanied by a note from Dr. 
Corc, 
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Coke, whoſe contempt for your advice and animadyer- 
ons you own to have been the cauſa fine qud non of 
your book. a 
Nxxr follows a letter ſigned by nine perſons : the 
firſt of them, a clergyman of known learning and me- 
, natwithRianding which, you are of opinion that he 
and all the reſt want nothing but courage to get hanged. 
TuEN letters upon letters: the firſt, from Dr. White- 
head to Mr. Rogers, with the allied, ſigned oy three 
Clergymen and four Lay-Preachers; 
AnoTurs from Dr. W. to the Committee, and one 
to Mr. Moore, with Mr. M.'s anſwer. 
To theſe are added your Remarks upon them, and a 
fine flouriſhing compliment to Dr. Whitehead, as deliver- 
- Ing his Sentiments © with that dignity and confidence, 
which conſcious ſuperiority, truth and juſtice, alone can 
inſpire.” And ſo, in ſpite of your modeſty in the ſixth 
page, you have at 115 reſolved © to decide who is right 
and who is wrong.” 

Tars is concluded by threatening Dr. Coke and the 
Preachers with ſome dire calamity, ſomething too bad 
for you to name, unleſs they give up their point to Dr. W. 
and what you call the ſanttion of the Executors for the 
Doctor's life, is ſubjoined. 

Ix your 4 and Remonſtrance to the people 
called Methodiſts, you promiſe Order, Perſpicuity, well 
authenticated Fatts, Superiority to Prejudice, Intereſt, 
or Partiality, 
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You then declare that the Faith of the Methodiſts 
precludes almoſt every Virtue, and makes either Rogues or 
Madmen. 

Nxxr comes your own Eſtimate of the Revenues of 
the Society, £400,000. per annum; t which you 
ſay © that the contributions among the members has 
amounted for theſe laſt ten years.” And ſoon after, 
vou own that you do not know whether they has 
amounted to it or not, ſince you © do not pretend to 
vouch for the accuracy of this calculation.” 

You then ſagely obſerve that you have a power (pe- 
culiar I preſume to yourſelf) of aſſerting © with Confi- 
dence what has come within your own knowledge.” 

Nxxr follows an account of Kingſwood School, where 
you received your claſſical education, and thoſe numerous 
literary advantages which your preſent work proves you 
to have reaped from a courſe of eight years' ſtudy: 

TEN you inſinuate that one of the maſters there was 
a knave, becauſe his calculations were leſs exact than 
thoſe of Sir Jaac Newton. g | 

You next addreſs ſome of your Brethren as Sheep, 
and the reſt as Fools, bidding them © open their eyes, and 
behold the Villain and Hypocrite unmaſked,” as if they 
could read your pamphlet without it. 

Tux you promiſe the Characters of ſome of the 
Methodiſt Preachers, all of whom you do not think are 
Thieves: and this generous confeſſion is embelliſhed 
with a Scrap of falle Latin, printed in Capitals, to ſhew. 
(1 ſi@pole) that you think Capital Blunders the belt. 

Next 


- 
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Nexr is to come a ſketch of the life of the Rev. 7. 
Weſley, whom you declare in one Sentence to be a knave, 
and in the next an honeſt man. 

To illuſtrate your Skill in Order and Perſdicuity, you 
pronounce his character to have been compoſed of Am- 
bition, Tyranny, Poſitiveneſs, Superficial Learning, 
Premature Judgement, Penetration, Credulity, Huma- 
nity, Generoſity, Juſtice, Liberality, Bigotry, Anger, 
Forgiveneſs, Apathy, Weakneſs, Wit, Fortitude, Oſ- 
tentation, Lechery, Luxury, Arrogance, and Hy- 
pocriſy. 3 
Tux follows an account of Converſions among the 
Kingſwood Boys: in which you affirm that all the Con- 
verts were Thieves, and that you were a- Convert. 
Tue comes a tale {credat Fudeus) of a boy who 
was flogged into chriſtianity. 

Tux Mr. Sanderſon is introduced, and indeed 
juſtly declared to be a ſtriking inſtance of Fanaticiſm, 
and a proof that there are in the world as good La- 
tiniſts as yourſelf, 

You next oblige the Public with a very new diſ- 
covery, viz : that whoever “ bellows blaſphemy,” does 
not preach the Goſpel, and that © a Ged of love and 
infinite mercy,” is neither © 4 monſler of cruelty nor a 
vindiflive tyrant.” 4. 

Azour four pages are then employed to ſhew that 
amongſt ſome hundreds of Methodiſt Preachers, two 
of them were Rogues, 


4 


gg: You 
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Vov then tell us that if your preſent Publication 
was deſigned to blaſt the Charatter of John Weſley» 
your next is intended to vindicate it. 

Vo afterwards promiſe an elaborate work which 
it is humbly conceived ſome years may be employed 

to compleat. Now as all human affairs are uncertain, 
and as ſome accident may poſhbly prevent your putting 
the finiſhing hand to it, perhaps the world may be gra- 
tified inſtead, with @ full, true, and particular account 

of your own life, charafler and behaviour, drawn * from 
authentic documents, and undoubted ſources of intelligence.” 

Your Pamphlet cloſes with about ſeven pages of 
low language, and bad grammar, aſſerted by you to 
be Letters of John Welley. | 
As you can give Hints, perhaps you- can take 
them. Whoever then is your friend will adviſe you 
ere you publiſh again, to ſtudy the rules of Engliſh 
Syntax: And if you muſt attempt to blaze as a con- 

troverſialiſt, it will be needful firſt to learn a little 

Logic, vithout ſome knowledge of which you vill be 

perpetually relapſing into contradictions, and thereby 
ſpare your adverſary the pains of cooked you, 

- AxNoTuExx uſeful hint is, not to attempt to bear too 
ponderous a burden : examine or let your friend ex- 
amine for you. 

Quid valeant humeri, quid ferre recuſent,” 

Io give you my own opinion, I think you might 
ſucceed very decently in writing dying Speeches: this 
kind of compolition opens a large field to a man of 
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invention, and as new matter for the Biographer is 
continually preſenting, there is little doubt of your pro- 
fits, becoming in a ſhort time, ſomewhat more conſider- 
able than yourſelf. 
Tr is probable alſo, that on ſuch ſubjects, you would 
write without being prejudiced againſt the Parties, and 

Indeed the world will be likely to ſuſpet you rather 
of partiality to them, but you muſt remember that 
« Cenſure is the Tax that Merit muſt pay for Emi- 
nence.” . 2 n 

Or this you old do well to be convinced, that 
Defamation is not an honourable Employment, and a 
Trade whereby no one yet ever got an honeſt Livelihood. 

' Blacking Shoes is better than blackening Men. | 
_ Every man may be of ſome ſervice to Society :— 
And why not you? were it only in helping to cultivate 
a modern Colony. 

To conclude : 1 would have you believe that what- 
ever you may write in form of an anſwer to the fore- 
going Sheets, will attract no Notice of mine, I can 
not expect Argument, and I ſhall not regard Abuſe. 
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JO the Public 1 owe a reſpectful word; I hope 
that I have not been ſuſpected of endeavouring to 
repreſent the Rev. John Weſley as a Character wholly 
_ exempt from failings. Mn» 4pag ri er Oxi. | 

To poſſeſs general Popularity, and unbounded Influ- 
ence over thouſands without feeling and enjoying ſuch 
ſuperiority, is next to impoſſible, until the mind of 
man be new modelled; nor perbaps would ſuch inſen- 
ſibility be Virtue. That he repoſed repeated confi- 


_ dence in men who had deceived him; that he not only 


forgave but forgot Injuries, and that he ſometimes 
miſtook a Flatterer-for a Friend, muſt be acknowledged 
undeniably true : But are not theſe only as a Feather 
in the Scale ? 


His name will be honoured, and his memory be 


loved as long as Praiſe ſhall be due to ſupreme Deſert, 
or Gratitude to dihntereſted Beneficence, 
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